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JOBS  AND  THE  ENVIRONMENT 


Just  before  the  Easter  recess,  the 
President  sent  Congress  a  $3.1  billion 
authorization  package — the  National 
Public  Works  and  Economic  Develop¬ 
ment  Act.  The  Act  would  enlarge 
operations  of  the  Economic  Develop¬ 
ment  Administration  in  hopes  of  en¬ 
couraging  businesses  to  remain,  locate, 
or  expand  in  economically  distressed 
areas  and  help  "provide  jobs  and  income 
to  our  disadvantaged  citizens.” 

Incentives  would  take  a  variety  of 
forms,  including  grants  for  up  to  80%  of 
the  cost  of  public  facilities  required  for 
economic  development  in  eligible  areas; 
direct  loans  to  business  of  up  to  75%  of 
the  cost  of  a  project;  guarantees  to 
business  for  up  to  90%  of  commercial 
loans,  and  subsidies  to  reduce  interest 
rates  by  as  much  as  seven  percentage 
points. 

Loans  could  be  used  to:  •  purchase 
land  and  machinery,  •  construct  or 
rehabilitate  buildings,  or  •  serve  as 
working  capital  and  for  repayment  of 
debts. 

All  geographic  areas  that  participate  in 
the  program — including  those  suffering 
from  import  competition  or  the  closing  of 
military  bases — must  develop  a  plan  of 
action  to  improve  conditions.  The  public 
will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  help 
define  goals  and  implement  plans. 


Criteria  for  selecting  business  ap¬ 
plicants  include  the  extent  to  which  the 
proposed  project  would  provide  work  for 
the  "unemployed,  long-term  unem¬ 
ployed,  low-income  and  socially  and 
economically  disadvantaged  residents” 
of  the  locality. 

If  the  House  Budget  Cmte.  has  its  way. 
Congress  will  cut  this  proposal  severely. 
Other  committees  are  more  enthusiastic. 

David  Birch  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology  Program  on 
Neighborhood  and  Regional  Change  has 
recommended  that  Congress  reduce  the 
emphasis  on  real  estate  and  machinery  in 
the  Administration  bill  and  concentrate 
on  the  needs  of  small  business,  especially 
working  capital.  He  has  also  called  upon 
Congress  to  address  the  "quality  of  the 
working  environment.” 

We  have  known  "very  little,”  says 
David  Birch,  "about  who  generates  jobs, 
where  they  generate  them,  who  controls 
those  jobs,  and  who  is  thus  most  likely  to 
respond  to  economic  development  in¬ 
centives.”  To  fill  these  gaps,  M.l.T. 
researchers  studied  5.6  million  business 
establishments.  Findings: 

*  small,  independent  firms  with  20  or 
fewer  employees  generate  52%  of  all  new 
jobs,  but 


*  larger  corporations  exert  tremen¬ 
dous  impact  on  regional  development  by 
branching  across  the  nation.  Probably 
half  (or  more)  of  the  jobs  generated  in  a 
region  by  such  corporations  are  con¬ 
trolled  outside  that  region. 

In  many  instances,  the  locational 
decisions  of  businesses — decisions  that 
may  affect  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
people — hinge  on  the  "quality  of  life” 
provided  company  managers.  "They 
want  to  avoid  personal. ..income  taxes, 
crime,  congestion,  and  the  hassle  of 
government  regulation.”  They  want  to 
live  in  attractive  surroundings  "with  good 
schools  and  housing  and  recreational 
activities,”  says  Birch. 


INFLUENCE  OF  $  ON  HILL 

FCNL  supports  H.R.  1  requesting 
partial  public  financing  of  House 
general  election  campaigns.  Enact¬ 
ment  of  FCNL  priority  legislation  is 
extremely  difficult  because  of  the 
unconscionable  influence  of  big  mon¬ 
ey  in  Congress. 

Urge  your  Representatives  to  sup- 
^ port  H.R.  1.  Write  FCNL  or  Common 

Cause  for  more  information. 


THE  PUBLIC  SAFETY 

The  arrogance  and  complacency  of  those  "in  charge”  of  the 
American  nuclear  machine  have  endangered  the  health  and 
well-being  of  the  average  citizen  since  the  1950's.  Federal 
agencies  ignored  or  covered  up  evidence  that  atomic  bomb 
tests  were  harming  people  downwind  of  the  Nevada  test  site. 
The  near-catastrophe  at  the  Three  Mile  Island  Nuclear  Plant  in 
Pennsylvania — the  result  of  malfunction  and  possible  mal¬ 
feasance — revealed  a  federal  bureaucracy  as  uninformed  about 
effects  of  long-term  low-level  radiation  as  the  public. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO.  Write  your  Congressional  delegation 
expressing  concern  for  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Nevada — and  Canada  as  well — who  have  been  dusted  by  U.S. 
radiation.  Remind  them  that  U.S.  nuclear  activities  can  have 
global  consequences.  Urge  them  to: 


•  Call  for  international  review  of  the  adequacy  of  nuclear 
safety  standards  of  the  U.S.  and  other  nations,  their  waste 
disposal  systems,  and  restitution  procedures  for  people  whose 
health  and  lands  have  been  defiled.  A  UN  review  commission 
could  be  drawn  from  the  World  Health  Organization,  the  UN 
Environmental  Program,  the  International  Labor  Organization, 
the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency,  and  the  UN  Human 
Rights  Commission. 

•  End  production  of  nuclear  weapons  and  phase  out  nuclear 
power  plants. 

Note  to  those  in  the  Harrisburg  area  or  near  other  nuclear  plants:  A 
fact  sheet  on  effects  of  radiation  on  the  food  chain  is  available  from  the 
Environmental  Policy  Institute,  317  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  S.E.,  Washington, 
DC  20003;  send  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope. 
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ACDA  on  the  Hill 


How  has  the  Arms  Control  and  Disarm¬ 
ament  Agency  (ACDA)  fared  so  far  in  1979 
on  Capitol  Hill? 

Its  new  Director,  retired  Gen.  George 
M.  Seignious  II,  was  confirmed  by  the 
Senate  in  a  voice  vote  Mar.  1,  despite 
opposition  from  disarmament  propo¬ 
nents. 

The  Federation  of  American  Scientists, 
FCNL,  and  others  had  urged  that  neither 
the  Director  nor  the  Deputy  Director  of 
ACDA  should  have  been  on  active 
military  duty  in  the  preceding  10  years — 
the  same  rule  that  has  been  in  effect  for 
the  Dept,  of  Defense  since  1947.  But  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Cmte.  adopted 
an  amendment  by  Sen.  John  Glenn  OH  to 
the  ACDA  authorization  bill  which  would 
permit  one  of  those  two  to  be  a  military 
officer  who  retired  within  the  last  10 
years. 

The  House  on  Mar.  22  passed  a  two- 
year  authorization  for  ACDA.  The 
amount  authorized  in  FY80  is  $19.3 
million — an  amount  the  Pentagon  spends 
in  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  Even  so,  this  was 
$400,000  more  than  Pres.  Carter  had 
requested.  The  additional  sum,  proposed 
by  Paul  Simon  IL,  would  go  to  help  make 
possible  courses  and  training  in  arms 
control  and  disarmament  in  institutions 
of  higher  education  and  in  public  and 
private  non-profit  agencies.  An  ACDA 
study  released  in  January  1979  estimated 
that  less  than  200  of  the  2,000  U.S. 
universities  and  four-year  colleges  have 
such  courses. 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Cmte.  on 
Apr.  10  reported  the  ACDA  bill  to  the 
floor  after  adding  the  Glenn  amendment 
and  deleting  the  $400,000  to  augment 
disarmament  study  in  academia.  The 
Committee  also  added  an  amendment  by 


Sen.  George  McGovern  SD,  supported  by 
FCNL,  which  would  require  ACDA  to 
make  a  one-year  study  of  the  impact  of 
military  spending  on  the  U.S  economy, 
including  such  subjects  as  inflation, 
employment,  research  and  development, 
and  corporate  profits.  Such  a  study  would 
provide  valuable  information  and  help 
redress  the  heavy  emphasis  on  technical 
issues  of  verification  and  weapons  tech¬ 
nology  in  ACDA's  proposed  $4.2  million 
FY80  external  research  program. 

ACDA  officials  are  heavily  engaged  in 
negotiations  on  SALT  and  other  issues 
and  in  interpreting  SALT  to  the  American 
public.  ACDA  also  prepares  useful  "arms 
control  impact  statements"  on  all  nuclear 
weapons  proposals  and  on  expensive 
weapons  systems. 

WORLD  PEACE  TAX  FUND 

Legislation  to  create  a  World  Peace  Tax 
Fund  (WPTF)  is  being  reintroduced  in 
Congress.  The  principal  aims  of  the  WPTF 
are  to  give  people  opposed  to  war  a  legal 
alternative  to  paying  taxes  for  the  military 
and  to  build  a  fund  of  several  billion 
dollars  annually  to  promote  peaceful, 
constructive  programs. 

The  Senate  version  of  the  WPTF  is  S.  880 
introduced  on  Apr.  4  by  Sens.  Mark 
Hatfield  OR  and  Mike  Gravel  AK.  The 
House  version  will  probably  be  in¬ 
troduced  sometime  in  June  by  Rep. 
Ronald  Dellums  CA  and  is  expected  to 
have  the  same  number  as  last  year  (H.R. 
4897).  There  were  28  cosponsors  on  the 
House  bill  in  the  last  Congress,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  that  number  can  be  increased 
this  year. 


FOOD  STAMP 
BENEFITS  THREATENED 

Food  Stamp  recipients  may  lose  bene¬ 
fits  at  a  time  when  inflation  and 
unemployment  are  putting  extra  strain  on 
poor  families’  budgets,  unless  substantial 
funds  are  appropriated  above  the  spend¬ 
ing  ceiling  in  the  1977  Food  and 
Agriculture  Act.  The  Dept,  of  Agriculture 
will  proportionately  reduce  benefits  to  all 
recipients  (15.6  million  in  Nov.  1978) 
unless  Congress  amends  the  1977  Act  to 
remove  or  raise  the  $6.19  billion  "cap”  on 
spending  for  FY80. 

Although  both  House  and  Senate 
Budget  Cmtes.  would  permit  more 
adequate  funding  ($7.0  and  $7.2  billion 
respectively),  specific  authorizing  legis¬ 
lation  must  be  provided  to  raise  or 
remove  the  food  stamp  '‘cap.” 

When  Congress  revamped  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  1977  and  set  the  "cap,”  the  annual 
ceilings  were  arrived  at  through  best 
estimates  of  needs  in  the  ensuing  four 
years.  The  ceilings  didn't  allow  for  the 
skyrocketing  cost  of  food.  Program 
analysts  had  figured  that  food  prices 
would  rise  17%  between  1976  and  1980.  In 
fact,  they  will  go  up  about  36%  according 
to  the  Congressional  Budget  Office.  Also, 
analysts  predicted  the  unemployment 
rate  would  be  5.7%  in  1980,  but  it  is  now 
projected  to  be  about  6.8%. 

In  support  of  repealing  the  "cap,”  Sen. 
Robert  Dole  KS  has  argued,  "The 
participants  of  the  program  should  not 
have  to  bear  the  burden  of  poor 
economic  forecasts....” 

Both  House  and  Senate  Agriculture 
Cmtes.  will  probably  consider  a  major  bill 
that  would  tie  together  higher  support 
prices  for  farmers  and  removal  or  raising 
of  the  ceiling  for  the  Food  Stamp 
program. 


Write  your  Representative  and  Senators 
urging  them  to  cosponsor  the  WPTF 
legislation.  For  more  information,  write 
WPTF,  2111  Florida  Ave.,  N.W.,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC  20008. 


/'I 


Fallout  from  Energy  Plan 

In  the  wake  of  the  President’s  oil  price 
decontrol  announcement  and  of  the 
Three  Mile  Island  incident,  two  energy 
issues  seem  crucial;  (1)  the  impact  on  the 
disadvantaged  of  escalating  fuel  prices, 
and  (2)  the  plea  of  the  faltering  nuclear 
power  industry  for  further  subsidy. 

Pres.  Carter  has  retreated  from  his 
insistence  that  oil  decontrol  be  con¬ 
ditional  on  fuel  rebates  to  the  dis¬ 
advantaged.  Congress,  according  to  many 
observers  can  and  probably  will  reject  a 
separate  request  for  a  windfall  profits  tax, 
with  a  minor  portion  of  the  proceeds 
allotted  to  disadvantaged  consumers. 
Unless  there  is  strong  counterpressure  to 


oil  lobby  forces,  the  burden  of  higher 
prices  will  fall  on  low-income  groups. 

In  his  new  energy  plan,  the  President 
"promises”  greater  nuclear  power  safety, 
but  he  is  asking  Congress  for  both 
"streamlined”  nuclear  licensing  and 
"away  from  reactor,”  government-fi¬ 
nanced,  short-term  waste  storage  facili¬ 
ties.  Congress  last  year  refused  the 
licensing  bill  and  may  this  year  refuse  the 
waste  storage  plan.  Since  utilities  are  no 
longer  willing  to  invest  in  plant  con¬ 
struction,  the  de  facto  moratorium  will 
continue. 

High  oil  prices  and  nuclear  uncertainty 
make  the  search  for  conservation  and  for 
alternative  energy  sources  more  urgent. 
Yet  there  is  little  Presidential  leadership 


for  achieving  the  conservation  and  solar 
recommendations  of  the  recent  Council 
on  Environmental  Quality  report.  (Write 
your  member  of  Congress  for  a  copy  ot 
the  Council's  "Good  News  About  En¬ 
ergy.") 

In  fact,  without  Congressional  initia¬ 
tives  for  changed  priorities,  money  for 
solar  research,  for  alternatives  to  the 
internal  combustion  engine,  for  the 
Energy  Extension  Service,  and  for  other 
environmentally  sound  programs  will  be 
less  this  year  than  last. 

Note:  Energy  options  are  not  an  FCNL 
priority  for  1979-80.  Readers  may  obtain  more 
detailed  information  from  Solar  Lobby,  1028 
Connecticut  Ave.,  N.W.,  Washington,  DC 
20036.  Ask  for  their  recent  “Response  to  Pres. 
Carter’s  Energy  Message.” 
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NEW  LIFE 

An  attempt  to  improve  and  humanize 
the  25-year-old  Agricultural  Trade  De¬ 
velopment  and  Assistance  Act  of  1954 
(P.L.  480)  has  been  introduced  in  Con¬ 
gress.  The  Self-Reliant  Development  and 
International  Food  Assistance  Reform  Act 
of  1979  (H.R.  2705,  Solarz  NY;  S.  962, 
McGovern  SD,  Melcher  MT,  Dole  KS) 
would  redirect  P.L.  480  toward  promotion 
of  self-reliance  among  developing  coun¬ 
tries  and  their  people. 

Making  such  self-reliance  the  central 
consideration  in  designing  and  evalu¬ 
ating  food  aid  programs,  the  measure  is 
intended  to  help  align  the  intention  and 
effects  of  P.L.  480  with  the  larger  concerns 
for  meeting  basic  human  needs  em¬ 
bodied  in  the  “New  Directions”  ap¬ 
proach  of  U.S.  foreign  assistance. 

Known  in  recent  years  as  “Food  for 
Peace,”  this  “patchwork”  law  historically 
has  been  concerned  primarily  with 
creating  and  protecting  commercial  mar¬ 
kets  for  U.S.  agricultural  commodities.  As 
a  result,  P.L.  480  food  aid  is  most  scarce 
when  it  is  needed  most,  i.e.,  in  times  of 


FOR  P.L.  480? 

effectively  benefit  the  most  needy. 

The  Senate  version  is  less  specific, 
saying  only  that  the  types  and  quantities 
of  agricultural  commodities  will  be 
“directed  toward  humanitarian  and  de¬ 
velopmental  objectives.” 

A  second  amendment  would  provide 
greater  assurances  of  supply  of  com¬ 
modities  for  development  uses  of  food 
aid,  in  a  manner  parallel  to  existing 
provisions  for  acquiring  grain  for  human¬ 
itarian  uses. 

A  third  provision  would  expand  debt- 
forgiveness  under  the  Food  for  Develop¬ 
ment  title.  Debt  incurred  by  a  recipient 
country  in  acquiring  commodities 
through  this  title  would  be  “wiped  out”  if 
the  money  from  the  commodity  sales  or 
the  food  itself  is  used  directly  in  specified 
development  programs. 

Two  means  of  increasing  food  produc¬ 
tion  and  hence  food  self-sufficiency  in 
developing  countries  are  emphasized  in  a 
fourth  amendment.  Resources  from  con¬ 
cessional  sales  could  be  used  to  increase 


or  to  improve  storage  and  distribution 
facilities  to  prevent  post-harvest  food 
losses. 

A  fifth  amendment  emphasizes  the 
need  to  work  directly  through  in¬ 
digenous  institutions  and  workers  when 
distributing  Title  II  food  commodities 
(donations). 

Two  additional  amendments  in  S.  %2 
are  not  included  in  H.R.  2705.  The  first 
would  allow  theuseof  funds  from  the  sales 
of  commodities  donated  under  Title  II  for 
programs  to  help  eliminate  the  need  for 
aid  through  increased  production  and 
more  effective  distribution  of  food  to  the 
needy.  The  second,  amending  the 
Foreign  Assistance  Act  of  1961,  would 
emphasize  food  security  in  developing 
nations  through  programs  to  improve 
food  policies  and  management  and  to 
strengthen  national  food-security  re¬ 
serves. 

Some  of  the  amendments  in  H.R.  2705 
were  attached  by  the  House  to  the 
Foreign  Assistance  Authorization  Act 
for  Fiscal  1980.  Others  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  House  Agriculture  Cmte. 


short  supply.  Also,  political  uses  of  the 
program  have  prevented  previously  legis¬ 
lated  reforms  from  actually  benefiting  the 
poor  and  contributing  to  self-reliant 
development. 

The  first  of  several  amendments  in  H.R. 
2705  would  impose  two  conditions  on 
food  aid  under  any  title  of  P.L.  480:  that 


the  purchasing  power  of  the  poor  by  Hearings  on  S.  962  were  set  to  begin  in 
stimulating  equitable  economic  growth,  the  Senate  Agriculture  Cmte.  in  early 


Urge  your  members  of  Congress  to 
^^support  these  modest  steps  to  make 
^  food  aid  better  serve  long-range 
development  goals  of  poor  nations. 


agricultural  commodities  be  provided  (1) 
only  where  there  is  “legitimate  need  for 
the  types  and  quantities  of  agricultural 
commodities  to  be  made  available,”  so 
that  local  food  producers  are  not 
undermined,  and  (2)  only  if  countries 
have  the  capacity  to  use  the  commodities 
or  income  from  their  sale  in  ways  that 

Emergency  Wheat  Reserves 
Still  Needed 

Representatives  Gilman  NY  and 
McHugh  NY  have  introduced  identical 
bills  to  establish  a  small  government- 
held  wheat  reserve.  H.R.  3611/12 
would  set  aside4  million  metrictons of 
wheat  to  assure  grain  for  emergency 
food  needs  under  Food  for  Peace  (P.L. 
480)  in  years  of  short  supply.  A  nearly 
identical  measure  was  reported  out  by 
both  Agriculture  and  Foreign  Affairs 
Cmtes.  in  the  House  last  Congress,  but 
was  not  voted  on. 

Your  member  of  Congress  should 
be  asked  now  to  cosponsor  the 
measure,  particularly  if  he  or  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Foreign  Affairs  or 
Agriculture  Cmte. 


WHERE  THE 

That  old  saw,  “If  there  weren’t  a  United 
Nations,  we’d  have  to  invent  one,”  is 
particularly  applicable  to  the  peace¬ 
keeping  arena.  UN  peacekeeping  forces 
have  been  helpful  in  limiting  conflict  in 
highly  emotional,  almost  intractable 
situations  such  as  Cyprus  and  Lebanon. 

The  U.S.  contributes  25-30%  of  the 
budgets  for  these  forces  (the  President’s 
budget  included  $79  million  for  FY80). 
Congress,  however,  pays  scant  atention 
to  UN  peacekeeping  operations;  it 
scarcely  recognizes  their  value  or  gives 
thought  to  moving  from  peacekeeping  to 
peacemaking. 

For  15  years,  UN  forces  in  Cyprus, 
currently  2,800  troops,  have  played  a  role 
in  keeping  down  bloodshed,  yet  hos¬ 
tilities  between  the  Greek  and  Turkish 
Cypriot  communities  remain  unresolved. 
Secy. -Gen.  Waldheim  continues  to  try  to 
bring  the  leaders  together. 

Lebanon,  a  country  set  up  after  World 
War  II  on  the  basis  of  a  Muslim-Christian 
division  that  may  no  longer  be  adequate, 
is  racked  by  conflict.  In  its  first  year,  the 
5,800-troop  UN  Interim  Force  in  Lebanon 


BUCK  STOPS 

(UNIFIL)  has  been  caught  in  the  struggle 
between  Lebanese  factions,  their  Israeli 
and  Syrian  backers,  and  the  PLO.  In 
addition  to  many  citizens,  22  UNIFIL 
soldiers  have  been  killed.  Waldheim 
stresses  that  the  psychological  climate 
must  be  changed;  “The  degree  of  sus¬ 
picion,  fear,  violence,  and  even  fatalism 
which  prevails  in  this  afflicted  part  of  the 
world  poses  a  tremendous  obstacle  to  the 
forces  of  peace  and  order.../’ 

Golan  Heights.  The  1,250-member  UN 
Disengagement  Observer  Force  has  met 
little  difficulty  in  the  past  year,  probably 
because  residents  had  already  fled  the 
area. 

Sinai.  The  4,200  troops  of  the  UN 
Emergency  Force  are  still  in  place  in  the 
Sinai.  In  their  recent  treaty,  Egypt  and 
Israel  agreed  to  let  UN  peacekeeping 
forces  buffer  the  lines  of  Israeli  with¬ 
drawal  from  the  Sinai;  after  withdrawal, 
the  treaty  calls  for  such  forces  on  the 
Egyptian  side  of  the  international  boun¬ 
dary  with  UN  observers  in  Israel.  Such 
positioning  would  have  to  be  approved 
by  the  UN  Security  Council. 
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All  those  in  favor  of  declaring  the  military  budget 
sacrosanct  raise  their  right  hand.** 

Drawing  by  Dana  Fradon;  ®  1979,  The  New  Yorker  Magazine,  Inc. 

MILITARY  AID  BILL 


DRAFT  OPPOSITION  GROWS 

Anti-draft  forces  are  coalescing  on 
Capitol  Hill.  Rep.  John  Seiberling  OH  and 
39  other  House  members  sent  a  letter  to 
Pres.  Carter  Apr.  9  opposing  draft 
registration,  conscription,  and  compul¬ 
sory  national  service.  Signed  by  Demo¬ 
crats  and  Republicans,  liberals  and 
conservatives,  the  letter  signalled  the 
potential  for  broad-based  opposition  to 
the  draft  in  Congress.  FCNL  took  the  lead 
in  securing  support  from  more  than  30 
organizations  opposed  to  conscription 
in  any  form.  Included:  major  church 
groups,  U.S.  Student  Assn.,  ACLU,  Na¬ 
tional  Taxpayers  Union,  and  the  Liber¬ 
tarian  Party. 

Names  of  House  signers: 


PaulTX 

Seiberling  OH 

Johnson,  |.  CO 

Drinan  MA 

Weaver  OR 

Mhchell  MD 

Stockman  Ml 

Kastenmeier  Wl 

Dellums  CA 

Edwards  CA 

Traxler  Ml 

Rosenthal  NY 

Nolan  MN 

Wolpe  Ml 

Richmond  NY 

Stokes  OH 

Conyers  Ml 

Ottinger  NY 

Vento  MN 

Carr  Ml 

Sensen- 

Weiss  NY 

Miller,  C.  CA 

brenner  Wl 

Pease  OH 

Burton,  P.  CA 

Stark  CA 

Brown,  C.  CA 

Burton,  |.  CA. 

Cray  PA 

Atkinson  PA 

Forsythe  N| 

Brodhead  Ml 

Hohzman  NY 

Collins  IL 

Kostmayer  PA 

Vanik  OH 

Stewart  IL 

Chisholm  NY 

Mikva  IL 

Chy  MO 

For  more  information,  write  FCNL  for  “Seiberling 
Press  Release." 


In  addition,  the  Committee  Against 
Registration  and  the  Draft  (CARD)  was 
formed  Apr.  11  representing  a  wide 
political  spectrum.  Duane  Shank,  a 
veteran  of  the  anti-draft  and  amnesty 
movement,  will  staff  CARD,  which  is 
located  in  FCNL’s  office. 

Edward  Snyder  testified  for  FCNL  Apr. 
25  before  a  House  Appropriations  Sub- 
cmte.,  opposing  any  “back-door"  effort 
to  revive  draft  registration  merely  by 
increasing  Selective  Service  funds  in  an 
appropriations  bill. 


On  Mar.  29,  the  House  passed  the 
Foreign  Military  Aid  bill  H.R.  3173.  The 
bill  would  authorize  a  total  of  $798  million 
for  military  assistance  of  which  $655 
million  are  arms  sales  credits  ($500 
million  is  a  grant  to  Israel).  The  major 
recipients  of  these  credits  are  Israel,  S. 
Korea,  Turkey,  Greece,  and  Spain.  The 
bill  would  also  authorize  direct  military 
aid  grants  to  Portugal,  Jordan,  the 
Philippines,  and  Spain  totaling  $110 
million.  Finally,  it  authorizes  $33  million 
in  military  training  grants  to  train  about 
4,000  students  from  52  countries. 

Prior  to  floor  action  on  H.R.  3173,  Pres. 
Carter's  military  aid  request  for  the 
Philippines  was  challenged  by  human 
rights  proponents  in  the  House  Foreign 
Affairs  Subcmte.  on  Asian  and  Pacific 


Affairs.  As  part  of  the  five-year  $500 
million  base  agreement  reached  last  year, 
military  aid  to  the  Philippines  will  be 
increased  to  $95.7  million  in  FY80  from 
$31.9  million  in  FY79.  The  full  Committee 
decided  to  restore  Carter's  request 
despite  what  Rep.  Tony  Hall  OH  termed 
the  “corrupt  anti-democratic  policies  and 
brutal  repression"  of  the  Marcos  regime. 

Not  included  in  the  Military  Aid  bill 
passed  by  the  House  is  an  additional  $4.8 
billion  for  Egypt  and  Israel  promised  by 
Pres.  Carter  in  negotiations  for  a  peace 
treaty.  Israel  would  receive  an  $800 
million  grant  to  relocate  two  airbases  and 
$2.2  billion  in  arms  sales  loans.  Egypt 
would  recieve  $300  million  in  loans  for 
economic  improvement  and  $1.5  billion 
in  arms  sales  loans. 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATION¬ 
AL  LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  ap- 
ointed  by  24  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and 
y  11  other  Friends’  organizations  in  the 
United  States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the 
FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy,  pre¬ 
pared  and  approved  by  the  Committee. 
Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit, 
the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  No  organization  can  speak 
officially  for  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  Contri¬ 
butors  to  this  issue  include  Edward  Snyder, 
Frances  Neely,  Don  Reeves,  Robert  Cory, 
Jan  Harmon,  William  Marsden,  Christina 
Miller,  Elizabeth  Schutt,  PaulTabor,Sharon 
Martin.  245  Second  St.,  N.E.  Washington, 
DC  20002.  Subscription  price  $10  per  year. 
Published  monthly  except  August. 
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